




 

ASTRAL MEDIA RADIO G.P. 

 

PART A 

ANNUAL REPORT ON RADIO TANGIBLE BENEFITS FOR 2012-2013 

 

 

Introduction 

 

1. The Astral-Standard radio benefits package was valued at approximately $62 Million, 

which amounts to 6% of the value of the transaction related to the acquisition of the radio 

undertakings of Standard Radio Inc. The package itself is ground-breaking, innovative and 

demonstrates the dedication of Astral Media Radio G.P. ("Astral”), now owned by Bell 

Media Inc., to developing the careers of Canadian musical artists and supporting the 

aspirations of Aboriginal communities. Descriptions of each initiative are provided below, 

including activities and developments which took place during the 2012-2013 broadcast 

year.  Given that the CRTC is familiar with the Radio Starmaker Fund, FACTOR and 

MUSICACTION, descriptions of their activities are omitted from this report. For further 

information, Astral invites the Commission to review the annual reports of these 

organizations on their respective websites. The total value of the tangible benefits 

allocated to discretionary initiative recipients over a seven year period represents 

$10.265 million. 

 

2. In consultation with a wide variety of potential recipients, Astral has assembled a program 

that concentrates on initiatives which benefit: 

 

• Music industry associations and their programs; 

• Students of music and journalism; 

• Songwriters; 

• Local musical artists, particularly emerging artists;  

• Independent parties dedicated to producing new spoken word content that would 

otherwise not be produced for broadcast, with an emphasis on producers from visible 

minorities and Aboriginal peoples; 

• English and French community and campus radio stations through the Community 

Radio Fund of Canada; and 

• Children and youth between 4 and 18 years of age through Fondation Radio Enfant. 

 

3. In approaching these objectives, Astral has created a program that works as a whole and 

that fits into the ecology of both music and radio. For this reason, several themes emerge 

from the programs, notably the development and promotion of emerging talent, and an 

emphasis on programs that are directed as closely as possible to creators and performers 

and their development. They are very much in keeping with the philosophy of investment 

in Canadian talent and Canadian creativity that can be found at every level of Astral. 
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4. For further information respecting the activities of the radio tangible benefits recipients 

over the last fiscal year, please see the annual reports attached to Part D. 

 

 

Radio Tangible Benefits Expenditures for the 2012-2013 Broadcast Year 

 

Canadian Music Week: Expansion of the Canadian Radio Star Competition 

 

5. The Canadian Radio Star Competition is a national talent search managed by Canadian 

Music Week (CMW) to recognize Canada’s top new original songwriters. In the expanded 

form of the competition made possible by the benefits funding, CMW provided local, day-

long programs of workshops and seminars for aspiring artists and songwriters, with 

presentations on such critical topics as ways to improve their craft, how to write a hit lyric 

and how to break into licensing for film/TV/gaming/advertising. Astral’s funding directly 

supported three Canadian Radio Star initiatives: the National Talent Search, the 

Songwriter’s Symposium and the New Songwriter’s Workshops. 

 

6. In 2012-2013, Astral is pleased to note that Chris Brown, a singer/songwriter known 

throughout the East Coast music scene as “The Brown”, was the national winner of the 

Canadian Radio Star 19th National Talent Search with his winning song, “The Record 

Collection”. Runners-up included Pistols at 20 Paces, Project Mars, Blake Berglund, 

J. Hennesy Ft. Uness & Preach, Nate Hall, Goody and many other promising Canadian 

artists. In addition, the CMW New Songwriter’s Workshops toured ten different Canadian 

cities in 2012-2013. 

 

Canadian Music Week: Indies Awards 

 

7. The Canadian Independent Music Awards known as “The Indies” acknowledges, promotes 

and honours the achievements of Canadian and international independent artists in the 

independent music sector. With the enhanced support of Astral’s funding, The Indies has 

been able to increase the number of high profile acts that performed at the event in 

March 2013. The funding has also enabled CMW to develop a special podcast of The 

Indies awards show.  

 

8. Featured Canadian artists who benefited from Astral’s funding of this event in 2012-2013  

include Cadence Weapon, 360, Canailles, The Wooden Sky, Cold Specks, Yukon Blonde,  

Diamond Rings, Matt Mays and Metric. 

  

Canadian Music Week: TV Production of the Canadian Radio Music Awards 

 

9. The Canadian Radio Music Awards (CRMA’s) recognizes excellence and outstanding 

professional achievement for Canadian artists on radio, and is one of the first real proving 

grounds for new Canadian talent. CMW has augmented the production values of this 
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showcase for Canadian talent by creating a high quality music TV documentary show 

featuring live performances, videos and behind-the-scenes stories of the artists’ success.  

 

10. In 2012-2013, several prominent, emerging Canadian artists benefited from Astral’s 

funding at CMW, including Anjulie, Dallas Smith, Elise Legrow, Jesse Labelle, Marianas 

Trench, Massari, Monster Truck, Shawn Hook, USS and Victoria Duffield. Astral directly 

funded equipment rentals, productions costs and promotion/publicity for these Canadian 

artists. 

 

NXNE End of Year Top 60 Tip Sheet 

 

11. One of the greatest challenges for an emerging artist is to become known. “NXNE” (an 

acronym for North by North-East), a major independent music festival, has produced an 

initiative that uses its programming team and festival showcase appearances to connect 

the best emerging artists to festival and club bookers, talent buyers, and national radio 

programming directors (from commercial broadcasters to campus and community 

stations). 

  

12. With Astral’s tangible benefits monies, NXNE is able to promote emerging artists with an 

annual end of year “tip sheet” featuring music and bios on 60 of Canada’s top emerging 

artists identified by NXNE programmers from the most recent NXNE festival, and delivered 

in format-specific packages to Canadian radio and music programmers. Now in its sixth 

year, the NXNE Tip Sheet has become a centerpiece for emerging Canadian artists looking 

for exposure on a national basis. A panel of industry judges selects each year a series of 

artists performing at the festival and develops interactive electronic press kits giving 

access to all the artist information. The co-ordinates of such artists are sent to all radio 

programmers, industry executives, talent bookers and the like, making it easy to find out 

who are the best of the Canadian emerging artists. 

  

13. In 2011, NXNE decided to share its “NXNE End of Year Top 60 Tip Sheet” originally 

designed as a private list issued to national radio programmers and related industry on 

the public microsite http://nxne.com/tipsheet/. In 2012-2013, NXNE added a dynamic 

widget on its homepage linking to the Tip Sheet.  For the 2013-2014 broadcast year, NXNE 

intends to focus on the continued promotion of Canadian emerging artists. 

 

Songwriters Association of Canada 

 

14. The Songwriters Association of Canada’s (S.A.C.) seminars and workshops have featured 

Canada’s top songwriters and music industry professionals and have been presented to 

the nation’s next generation of developing songwriters. The objective of these projects is 

two-fold; to ensure that songwriters receive current and accurate information on the 

business and craft of songwriting, and to offer these songwriters opportunities to network 

and build their own community. 
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15.  The four S.A.C. projects funded by Astral’s tangible benefits monies are: 

 

• “Demo Submissions” via an online site (www.songpitch.ca),  an electronic song market 

which allows professional songwriters to upload demo recordings of their songs for 

specific artists / projects posted on the website.  Included in this site are the “SongPitch” 

and “Song Assessments” programs,  a section of the S.A.C. website designed to facilitate 

online song assessments by song assessors and professional supervisors for aspiring and 

developing songwriters. Members upload their songs and lyrics in the same way they do 

for the song pitching session. Online access to the invaluable songwriting feedback 

provides the added advantage of a wealth of elite assessors as well as cross-country 

availability to developing Canadian songwriters; 

 

• “SongWorks” – a professional songwriting camp of 3-5 day length which brings some of 

Canada’s best talent together for intensive co-writing sessions that are hosted in major 

cities across the country. The sessions offer writers the opportunity to collaborate on 

artist driven projects often ending with tracks that are ready to be pitched; 

 

• “Songwriting Workshops On-Demand”  – a program which brings audio songwriting 

workshops (streaming or downloadable) via the Internet to songwriters that are 

otherwise unable to attend S.A.C.’s numerous live sessions due to the distance and 

travel required; and 

 

• “Songwriting in the Schools” funds song writing mentors to go into Canadian elementary 

and secondary schools to promote and develop the craft of songwriting. Astral’s funding 

takes this concept to the next level and helps to bring some of these songwriting 

students together by means of technology and develop opportunities to create 

co-writing projects between schools across the country. 

 

16. In the 2012-2013 broadcast year, the S.A.C continued its cross-Canada outreach through 

its new online webinar interviews with participants logging in all the way from Nova Scotia 

to British Columbia. With the expansion of the S.A.C.’s online presence, the development 

of the S.A.C.’s ongoing projects with Astral’s tangible benefits monies will help to ensure 

that songwriters in all regions of the country will be offered information on songwriting 

and will create networking opportunities. 

 

17. With respect to the Demo Submissions initiative, plans for developing a new Song Library 

module and enhanced features for the SongPitch program are underway. The enhanced 

features represent significant changes to the SongPitch program and once final testing is 

complete, a new launch will be advertised to encourage Music Supervisors and 

Songpluggers to subscribe to this improved service. The Song Library module representing 

the last stage of the SongPitch program is scheduled to launch in the fall of 2013. The 

Song Library is being developed to enable the S.A.C. members to submit original songs to 

be heard by a wide variety of promoters whether they are music supervisors, managers of 

bands or individual artists, or bands themselves. 
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18. The SongWorks program continues to offer the opportunity for writers to be introduced 

to, and develop long-term relationships with, other songwriters and performing artists. 

Participation in SongWorks 2 was limited to songwriters in regional communities across 

Canada. During the broadcast year 2012-2013, camps were held in Vancouver (November 

2012), Moncton (January 2013) and Montreal (August 2013).  These aspiring songwriters 

will also reap the benefit of new exposure with the addition of a SongWorks website and 

song library.  Work has begun with a website consultant to create a consolidation of 

camps, participants and final demos. The official launch is expected sometime in 2014. 

The August Montreal Camp was the S.A.C.’s first bilingual SongWorks. With the help of 

several Quebec music publishers and with some additional assistance from SPACQ in 

Montreal, the following songwriters met at PlanetStudios and came out with 9 songs:  

Jean-Sébastien Houle, Geneviève Toupin, Fanny Grosjean, Boby Bisciglia, Ariane Zita P. 

Castonguay, Pierre-Luc Rioux, Anique Granger, Sophia Daragon Krim and Guillaume 

Nestoret. 

 

19. The Workshops on Demand initiative includes the Astral Webinar interview series of 

workshops and presentations streamed and recorded by the S.A.C. and intended for live 

streaming and subsequent re-viewing on the S.A.C. website members’ page by 

songwriters across the country. In 2012-2013, online participants continued to log in from 

East Preston, N.S. to White Rock, B.C. Live attendance via streaming averaged 

30 participants.  

 

20. With the Songwriting in the Schools initiative, the S.A.C. continued its series of 

songwriting workshops at the high school level. During the 2012-2013 broadcast year, the 

S.A.C. held numerous songwriting workshops across Canada with seasoned songwriting 

veterans and new or upcoming songwriters or commercially recognizable artists to talk to 

the students about the art of songwriting. The goal of the program is to inspire, and 

ultimately teach young people what it is to be a creator of songs and to listen to music 

with an awareness of its creators and a deeper understanding of the value of music in 

today’s society. In 2012-2013, Music School presentations concentrated primarily on the 

business of songwriting. The focus of the presentation was the challenges that music 

creators face in a rapidly changing environment and possible solutions to the continuing 

challenges of copyright infringement.  

 

Canadian Songwriters Hall of Fame 

 

21. The Canadian Songwriters Hall of Fame (CSHF) is a national, bilingual, not-for-profit 

organization whose mandate is to honour and celebrate Canadian songwriters and those 

who have dedicated their lives to the legacy of music and to educate the public about 

their achievements. In early 2012, SOCAN (the Society of Composers, Authors and Music 

Publishers of Canada) acquired the assets of the CSHF. Broadcast year 2012-2013 has 

been a transition year for the Hall of Fame, with a focus on preparing the organization for 

future success and to achieve its mandate. 
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22. With its 2012-2013 tangible benefits funding from Astral, the CSHF has been working in 

the following main areas: 

 

• Media Content Management: CSHF’s collection of audiovisual archives has been 

converted from old tapes and film reels to a modern and safe digital format. The 

material will be used on the CSHF’s new website for its online youth education 

program, and for other creative initiative. 

 

• Website Development: CSHF is working to develop a new, modern, accessible and 

content-rich website dedicated to the promotion of Canadian artists to replace the 

outdated cansong.ca site. The proposed structure will allow for later inclusion on the 

site of an interactive Music Historical Timeline. Using years of research gathered 

through the induction process and the Hall of Fame’s media-rich content, the timeline 

will provide a history of Canadian songwriting and music. The SOCAN will host and 

maintain the site so that CSHF can minimize associated costs moving forward. The new 

website should be launched by the end of 2013. 

 

• Education: The Hall of Fame has partnered with Magic Lantern Media to develop a 

national and bilingual online youth education program titled “Educating Through 

Music”, which uses the music of Canadian songwriters as a means of teaching 

provincial curriculum in a number of different subject areas. Scheduled to begin data 

testing in October 2013, the program will also highlight and provide direct links to the 

content of CSHF’s website. This initiative will be a subscription based service paid for 

by the schools so that it can be sustainable without ongoing funding from CSHF. 

 

• Physical Hall of Fame: The Hall of Fame continues to work towards a partnership with 

the National Music Centre (NMC) in Calgary whose state-of-the-art facility will 

highlight the stories and contributions of Canadian songwriters using, among other 

things, CSHF’s media-rich content and inductee artifacts.  

 

23. For the 2013-2014 broadcast year, the CSHF will focus on the above-mentioned initiatives 

aimed at promoting Canadian artists, which are fundamental in positioning CSHF for 

future success, and towards a reimagined Induction Ceremony event. 

 

CARAS / MusiCounts  

 

24. Astral is very pleased to be able to support MusiCounts, Canada’s music education charity 

associated with The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences (CARAS) in their 

wonderful Band Aid program to provide musical instruments to young Canadian students 

in schools across the country. In 2012-2013, MusiCounts awarded $735,000 towards the 

purchase of new musical instruments to 86 recipients, impacting school communities in 

every province and territory across Canada. Astral’s CCD funding assisted in the 

continuance of MusiCounts’ valuable Band Aid Program designed to support Canadian 

musical artists. 
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Dixon Hall Music School 

 

25. Dixon Hall Music School provides training, shelter, social services and cultural and 

recreational programs to residents of public housing and to homeless people in 

Downtown East Toronto. Astral’s tangible benefits funding allowed the Dixon Hall Music 

School to offer thousands of youths music education, mentoring, and cultural enrichment 

through free concerts and workshops, and music and arts camps that give them 

leadership skills and instill inner confidence. 

 

26. In the fall of 2012, the Dixon Hall Music School choir had a visit from Kelly Hall-Tompkins, 

a famed violinist from New York City. Later that fall, two Canadian songwriters came by 

the school to perform and speak to students about the art of songwriting. Three 

Christmas recitals were held in mid-December featuring over 100 students performing.  

 

27. In March 2013, a number of Dixon Hall Music School students took part in the March 

Break Music Camp at Hart House Farm, an annual music camp that gets students out of 

their inner city environment for a week in the country. Later that spring, several young 

women, who had spent most of the year writing and producing a hip hop track, finally 

recorded their song. Another young woman recorded a guitar study, which later became 

the soundtrack to a slideshow celebrating Dixon Hall Music School’s 35 years in the 

community. 

 

28. Dixon Hall Music School’s regular lessons wrapped up at the end of June with four end of 

year recitals that showcased the students’ talents at which over 130 students performed. 

At the annual Student Awards / Teachers’ Recital night for the families, some students 

received scholarships for free lessons in the coming year and several teachers performed 

for the families. Optional music lessons continued in July and in mid-July, 20 teachers and 

students participated in the annual summer music camp at Hart House Farm. Overall, 

almost 700 students attended summer music and arts camps throughout the GTA and 

Ontario.  

 

imagineNATIVE 

 

29. The imagineNATIVE Film + Media Arts Festival is the largest Indigenous media arts festival 

in the world, and the only in Canada which offers a sizeable scope of programs, training 

sessions, and a well-developed industry marketplace.  Astral’s tangible benefits funding is 

specifically supporting the programming, the presentation and, in part, the creation of 

new radio works by Canadian artists during the 5-day international imagineNATIVE 

Festival that takes place every October. This support assists in celebrating radio artists, 

musicians, and groups that represent the diversity of contemporary Aboriginal music, and 

encourages the participation and employment of Aboriginal peoples within various 

sectors of the radio broadcast industry.  
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30. In 2012-2013, Astral’s tangible benefit funding assisted in the presentation of the 

Festival’s Radio & New Media Lounge, held at the TIFF Bell Lightbox. The Radio Lounge 

was visited by many individuals who signed in to listen to the six free audio performance 

pieces through its Radio Works program. In addition, Astral presented the Best Radio 

Award at the Festival’s Awards Ceremony to producer Janet Rogers for her piece Native 

Waves Radio: Resonating Reconciliation.  

 

Community Radio Fund of Canada  

 

31. The mandate of the Community Radio Fund of Canada (CRFC) is to provide support to the 

more than 175 English and French campus and community radio stations in Canada and to 

foster a well-resourced, dynamic, and accessible sector. It is an organization that 

distributes funds for the development and sustainability of local community radio 

broadcasting. Astral was the first funder of the CRFC in the context of the Astral-Standard 

transaction. 

 

32. The 2012-2013 broadcast year was the sixth year of funding for the Radio Talent 

Development Program and the Youth Internship Program; these are the two programs 

conducted by the CRFC thanks to tangible benefits funding from Astral and are above and 

beyond the basic annual CCD contribution made by Astral pursuant to the Radio 

Regulations. Over the last year, the CRFC awarded $268,473 to 37 recipients. 

 

33. To date, the CRFC has awarded $744,340 to 53 different recipients for 101 different 

initiatives. This funding has supported the production of radio shows, news programming, 

documentaries, and special audio projects. In each case, projects approved for funding 

have provided training, mentorship or education and have strengthened local 

programming, including but not limited to the following: 

 

• News features and news department development; 

• Local history, arts, cultural, and youth programming projects; 

• The hiring of employees, summer interns, and youth interns, including news directors, 

reporters, program directors, and dedicated project coordinators; 

• The creation of educational programming like “Aboriginal Language Learning 

Programming Mentorship” and “Afterschool Broadcast Training Program”; 

• Hyper-local programming that reflects the local community itself, such as “Radio-

réalité” and “Le Nord inusité et spectaculaire”; and 

• Investigative and in-depth documentaries like “Below the Line: Stories of Poverty and 

Struggle,” “Culture rurale,” and “Women in Sports Documentary Series”. 

INDSPIRE 

 

34. Indspire is the former National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation (NAAF). The new 

name combines the key notions of Indigenous and inspiration to highlight the 

Foundation’s exciting mandate. 
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35. In addition to the well-known Indspire Awards (formerly the National Aboriginal 

Achievement Awards), Indspire has successfully completed several educational projects 

which are designed to encourage the training and hiring of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis 

post secondary students in a variety of different industries. These Industry in the 

Classroom projects begin with the development of a module to educate youth about the 

industry in question and interest them in finding work or careers in that field. Astral’s 

tangible benefits contribution permitted the creation of a two and a half hour module on 

the radio broadcasting industry, and to deliver that module to classrooms across the 

country. 

 

36. In 2012-2013, the “Radio in the Classroom module” – complete with curriculum manual, 

resource materials, and video – was delivered to provincial and First Nations schools 

across Canada and Indspire’s “Soaring: Indigenous Youth Career Conferences”. These 

schools were located in British Columbia, Manitoba, Nunavut and Saskatchewan. Overall, 

159 students participated in a classroom delivery session. Indspire received 145 student 

evaluation forms with which to evaluate the impact of the module. In addition, over 

400 participants attended Radio Careers in the Classroom workshops at “Soaring: 

Indigenous Youth Career Conferences” which were held in Calgary and Montreal, and 

Indspire's Indigenous Youth Education Day in Saskatoon. The response to the program 

both verbally and through the evaluation forms was resoundingly positive and the vast 

majority of participants expressed a desire to have Indspire return with other industry 

segments. 

 

Fondation Radio Enfant 

 

37. Fondation Radio Enfant produces a substantial amount of radio programming, entirely 

created and realized by children and youth between 4 and 18 years of age. In the past, 

Astral’s funding has been used to create two mobile production facilities, including live 

microwave links to enable broadcasts directly from schools and other settings. Fondation 

Radio Enfant is active in the Ottawa-Gatineau, Eastern Ontario, Montréal and Québec 

regions in both official languages. 

 

38. In 2012-2013, Fondation Radio Enfant used Astral’s tangible benefits funding to finance, in 

part, more than 60 unique productions in the National Capital, Montréal and Québec 

Regions and provide 365 days of on-air and online broadcasting. In addition, Fondation 

Radio Enfant also established valuable working partnerships with Festival en chansons de 

Petite-Vallée, Jeux de la Francophonie, Congrès mondial acadien, City of Gatineau and 

many more organizations.  Fondation Radio Enfant also continued its tremendous role in 

reaching out to youth by partnering with a plethora of local francophone schools.  

 

39. During the sixth year of its partnership with Astral, the former “radio enfant ado” has 

changed its name, image and logo and has become “radiojeunesse.ca” in order to adapt 

to young Canadians and to establish the base for the creation of a network where young 

people will be able to express themselves through their own media productions on radio 
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and on the web across Canada. AM Radio 1670 and its webradio initiative have been 

named official radio of the Jeux de la jeunesse francophone canadienne which will take 

place at the end of July 2014 in Gatineau.  The Fondation Radio Enfant is also conducting 

many more activities which are detailed in its attached annual report. 

 

 

***End of Document*** 
 



 

 

ASTRAL MEDIA RADIO G.P. 

 

PART B 

ANNUAL REPORT ON INCREMENTAL SPENDING ON ORIGINAL LOCAL PROGRAMMING 

AND TELEVISION BENEFITS EXPENDITURES FOR 2012-2013 (CFTK-TV AND CJDC-TV) 

 

Introduction 

 

1. This annual report by Astral Media Radio G.P. (Astral), now owned by Bell Media Inc., 

contains details respecting the incremental spending on original local programming tangible 

benefits for CFTK-TV Terrace, BC and CJDC-TV Dawson Creek, BC for the 2012-2013 

broadcast year pursuant to paragraph 35 of Acquisition of Assets, Broadcasting Decision 

CRTC 2007-359, 28 September 2007 (Decision 2007-359) reproduced below: 

 

35. Given the magnitude and the complexity of the tangible benefits involved, the 

Commission directs Astral to file a report, in each of the next seven years with its annual 

reports, setting out the incremental spending on original local programming tangible 

benefits for CFTK-TV and CJDC-TV, as well as details concerning incrementality of spoken 

word programming for radio as needed. In addition, the Commission directs Astral to 

report on the manner in which all other remaining tangible benefits for both radio and 

television have been expended. 

 

Background 

 

2. In Decision 2007-359, the value of the television-related tangible benefits was calculated at 

10% of the value of the television assets – approximately $1.67 million. Of this amount, 

approximately 70% is invested directly into local initiatives, including new incremental 

priority documentary programming, additional local programming and local Aboriginal 

training programs. The remaining amount – approximately 30% – is directed to grants for 

social initiatives targeting industry training. 

 

Television Tangible Benefits Expenditures for the 2012-2013 Broadcast Year 

 

Local documentary programming and additional local programming for Dawson Creek and 

Terrace, BC 

 

3. As noted in previous year’s annual report, Astral formed a partnership with Render Digital 

Media Ltd., an independent filmmaker and producer of documentary programming based in 

Kelowna, BC. The partnership and underlying agreement states that Render Digital 
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Productions1 is to create and produce the local documentary series entitled Through the 

Northern Lens.  The program takes the form of a local documentary and highlights local 

events, local opportunities, challenges, local people, and changes that affect everyday life in 

the communities of Terrace and Dawson Creek. 

 

4. During the broadcast year 2012-2013, five episodes have been received.  The agreement 

spans broadcast years 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 and all 10 episodes will be delivered by 

late 2014.  The episodes already received are scheduled to be aired during the fall of 2013.  

The episodes yet to be received will be aired during the spring of 2014. 

 

5. The episodes of Through the Northern Lens already received are available for viewing by the 

CRTC upon request. 

 

6. The Render Digital Media Ltd. agreement replaces an agreement that was formed in 

previous years with Patricia Sims of Canazwest Pictures Inc., a company located in Victoria, 

BC. This agreement was completed during broadcast year 2011-2012. 

 

Astral 2012/2013 expenditure: $112,407 

 

Astral Media Aboriginal Broadcast/Journalism Studies Scholarship and Internship Program 

 

7. Astral has created an annual scholarship available to Aboriginal students in the Northeast of 

British Columbia. This funding supports tuition payments to the Broadcast and Media 

Communications, Television or Broadcast Journalism options at the British Columbia 

Institute of Technology (BCIT), as well as travel and accommodations. The program also 

includes an internship with CFTK-TV or CJDC-TV upon completion of studies. Administered 

by BCIT as part of its entrance awards, the program was developed in the broadcast year 

ending 31 August 2008 and launched in the broadcast year ending 31 August 2009.  In order 

to maximize the number of applications, local Aboriginal communities in Northeast British 

Columbia are promoting the program to graduating students with assistance from CFTK-TV 

and CJDC-TV.  

 

8. As with many programs targeted to the Aboriginal community in this region, this scholarship 

program has problems attracting students from the Peace and North regions of BC: 

distance, homesickness and a fear of the unknown are the biggest hindrances to its success. 

While a number of aboriginal students have been accepted, they often withdraw within the 

                                                 
 1
 Render Digital Media Productions specializes in high quality commercial video production with top of the line HD 

cameras, the best editing tools, and professional videographers. 
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first term to return home; life in the “big city” of Vancouver is difficult and often times 

frightening for many Aboriginal students from rural communities. The key finding from the 

above-noted collaboration was the need to expand the selection criteria for the program to 

include all First Nations students in BC rather than simply to the Peace region and Northern 

BC region. 

 

9. In September 2011, a proposal was presented to the CRTC by Astral in order to change the 

geographic criteria for the awards to include all First Nations students in British Columbia. 

The Commission noted that all other aspects of the scholarship program would remain the 

same and approved the revised initiative on April 4, 2012. 

 

10. Despite the challenges confronting the BCIT scholarship program, Astral remains committed 

to increasing opportunities for broadcasting careers for First Nations students. 

 

11. The 2013 Astral Media Entrance Award was recently presented to Austin Gode, a 23 year 

old Aboriginal student from the Métis nation who is living in the Kamloops area. 

  

Astral 2012/2013 expenditure: $55,000 

 

Canadian Communications Foundation 

 

12. The Canadian Communications Foundation (CCF) is a non-profit organization wholly 

dedicated to the chronicling of the history of radio and television broadcasting in Canada via 

its website.  The CCF performs a valuable role in the creation and preservation of Canadian 

culture. Astral is very pleased to provide financial assistance for the ongoing maintenance of 

the CCF website (www.broadcasting-history.ca) and the continued creation and updating 

of its content. At present, the monies being received from Astral currently represent the 

Foundation’s only significant annual income.  As such, the dollars received are utilized in all 

areas of the Foundation’s activities. 

 

13. In 2012-2013, sections of the CCF website were updated or had new material added.  

Although the site is by now very comprehensive, new subjects are being introduced from 

time to time, as developments in technology or regulation offer new opportunities for 

broadcasters, and with them, the need for such developments to be covered on the 

Foundation’s website.  Some new material and a substantial amount of update material 

were added during the period in question as follows: 
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o Station group histories; 

o Personality biographies; 

o Program profiles; and 

o Station history and listing updates. 

 

Astral 2013/2013 expenditure: $20,000 

 

 

***End of document*** 



 
 

 

ASTRAL MEDIA RADIO G.P. 

 

 

PART C 

SUMMARY OF RADIO AND TELEVISION TANGIBLE BENEFITS EXPENDITURES FOR 2012-2013 

 

 



Recipient Payment no. Date Cheque no. Amount

ACR-Radio Starmaker Fund 6 of 7 2013-07-04 145375 4 418 906 

Factor 6 of 7 2013-07-04 145376 2 639 343 

MUSICACTION 6 of 7 2013-03-20 142494 293 260 

Canadian Music Week (Canadian Radio Star Competition) 6 of 7 2012-09-05 137123 325 000 

Canadian Music Week (Indie Awards) 6 of 7 2012-09-05 137123 150 000 

Canadian Music Week (Canadian Radio Music Awards) 6 of 7 2012-09-05 137123 115 000 

North by Northeast Conference Inc. (NXNE Tip Sheet) 6 of 7 & 1 of 2 2012-12-05 139882 62 500 

North by Northeast Conference Inc. (NXNE Tip Sheet) 6 of 7 & 2 of 2 2013-05-08 143785 62 500 125 000 

Songwriters Association of Canada 6 of 7 & 1 of 2 2013-01-09 140693 75 000 

Songwriters Association of Canada 6 of 7 & 2 of 2 2013-05-08 143815 75 000 150 000 

Canadian Songwriters Hall of Fame 6 of 7 2013-03-20 142423 75 000 

Music Education Charity of Canada (CARAS:MusiCounts) 6 of 7 2013-06-05 144552 100 000 

Dixon Hall Music School 6 of 7 2013-06-05 144500 50 000 

Centre for Aboriginal Media (ImagineNATIVE) 6 of 7 2013-06-12 144608 35 000 

Community Radio Fund of Canada (CRFC) 6 of 7 & 1 of 3 2012-12-12 140036 66 666 

Community Radio Fund of Canada (CRFC) 6 of 7 & 2 of 3 2013-05-01 143551 66 666 

Community Radio Fund of Canada (CRFC) 6 of 7 & 3 of 3 2013-05-28 144221 66 668 200 000 

Indspire (formerly known as National Aboriginal Achievement 

Foundation)

6 of 7 2013-06-05 144536 50 000 

Fondation Radio Enfant 6 of 7 & 1 of 2 2012-09-27 137673 25 000 

Fondation Radio Enfant 6 of 7 & 2 of 2 2013-02-27 141942 25 000 50 000 

Sub-total Radio 8 776 509 

Summary of Radio and Television Tangible Benefits Expenditures for 2012-2013

Astral-Standard Decision CRTC 2007-359



Recipient Payment no. Date Cheque no. Amount

Local Documentary Programming for Dawson Creek and 

Terrace (BC)

Render Digital Media 6 of 7 & 1 of 3 2012-09-06 012378 43 000 

Render Digital Media 6 of 7 & 2 of 3 2012-12-05 012953 40 000 

Render Digital Media 6 of 7 & 3 of 3 2013-03-13 013443 29 407 112 407 

BCIT Foundation (Astral Media Aboriginal Broadcast / 

Journalism Studies Scholarship and Internship Program) 6 of 7 2013-07-04 145373 55 000 

Canadian Communications Foundation 6 of 7 2013-05-28 144220 20 000 

Sub-total Television 187 407 

Total payment for broadcast year 2013 8 963 916   
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2012-2013 marked an incredible milestone for MusiCounts. 16 years ago, MusiCounts bestowed our 
first ever Band Aid Grants. This year, we surpassed $1,000,000 in grants and scholarships awarded 
through our music education programs. 

From Salt Spring Island, British Columbia, to Foxtrap, Newfoundland, to Pangnirtung, Nunavut, we made 
an impact on schools and communities in every province and territory in our country.

This year, MusiCounts joined together with TD Bank Group to expand programming designed specifically 
to create opportunities for youth in underserved communities across Canada. The MusiCounts TD 
Community Music Grants provided musical instruments and equipment to community centres, after-school 
programs and other non-profit organizations serving local communities.

Since our establishment in 1997, over $6,000,000 has been awarded impacting an estimated 
520,000 students, their schools and communities, from coast to coast. MusiCounts has also honoured 8 
extraordinary music teachers through the MusiCounts Teacher of the Year Award and 286 post-secondary 
music program graduates with scholarships. 

Even though this is an incredible moment in our history, our work is far from done. This year alone we 
had over $5,000,000 in funding requests. The need still far outweighs what we can provide.

At MusiCounts we believe that an investment in music education is an investment in the future of Canada. 

Melanie Berry | President & CEO, CARAS / The JUNO Awards & MusiCounts Allan Reid | Director, MusiCounts
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Band aid
Despite the many benefits of music education, including improved academic scores in other 
subjects and the fostering of self-esteem in young people, music is not a mandatory subject 
in many schools.  As long as schools and school boards continue to face budget cuts, music 
programs will remain at risk of having their budgets reduced, or even cut altogether. 

There are several schools in Canada that are not part of a community that allows them to 
do extensive fundraising.  Furthermore, schools that are burdened with the cost of having to 
maintain worn and aging equipment find it nearly impossible to purchase new instruments.

Thankfully, MusiCounts is here to help.

Each year, schools benefit from the Band Aid Grant program. The grants ($5,000 and 
$10,000) impact thousands of young Canadians and support diverse music programs that 
include everything from concert and jazz to steel pan groups to choirs.  Schools that benefit from 
the grants range from the elementary level right up to high school and are located in urban, 
rural, remote and First Nations communities from coast to coast.

In the 2012-2013 school year, MusiCounts awarded $735,000 worth of musical instruments 
and equipment to 86 recipients, impacting school communities in every province and territory 
across Canada.

On behalf of everyone at MusiCounts and all the schools that benefitted from Band Aid Grants, 
we would like to thank you for your support during the 2012-2013 program year.  We are 
proud to acknowledge our key sponsors who share our belief that making music makes you 
smarter.  With your continued support we are determined to keep music programs alive in our 
schools. THANK YOU!
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celeBrations
DAN MANGAN & ROHAN MARLEY VANCOUVER, BC
We were pleased to announce the launch of the 2012-2013 Band Aid 
Grant applications at The Commodore Ballroom in Vancouver. Special 
guest Rohan Marley, of the House of Marley and son of the legendary 
Bob Marley, was on hand to announce a $50,000 contribution 
to MusiCounts. Bob D’Eith, Executive Director of Music BC also 
announced a contribution of $10,000 in matching funds from the Music 
BC Charitable Foundation. Two-time JUNO Award winner Dan Mangan 
came out for the event, performing “Leaves, Trees, Forest” and “Rows 
Of Houses” at the mid-day celebration and spoke about the power of 
music.

Six previous recipients of Band Aid Grants in the greater Vancouver 
area were in attendance, including Brighouse Elementary School 
(Richmond), Confederation Park Elementary (Burnaby), Emily Carr 
Elementary (Vancouver), Forsyth Elementary (Surrey), Princess Margaret 
Secondary School (Surrey) and Tamanawis Secondary (Surrey) who’s 
senior concert band performed “Celebration Tribalesque” by Randall 
D. Standridge.

SERENA RYDER TORONTO, ON
MusiCounts visited Woodbine Jr. High School in Toronto to announce 
the recipients of the 2012-2013 Band Aid Grants. Graham Henderson, 
President of Music Canada and Ali Slaight of the Slaight Family 
Foundation awarded Woodbine JHS and 10 other TDSB schools 
$10,000 each through partnerships with MusiCounts. Graham 
Henderson announced that Music Canada has pledged $250,000 to 
the Band Aid Grant program over the next three years, which will not 
only support schools within the TDSB but also others across the country.

JUNO Award winner, Serena Ryder, surprised the students and staff 
of Woodbine JHS by stopping by to sing “What I Wouldn’t Do” and 
“Stompa” from her platinum album, Harmony.

DEAN BRODY HALIFAX, NS
MusiCounts headed to the East Coast to celebrate $25,000 worth of 
Band Aid Grants awarded to three schools in Nova Scotia: Prospect 
Road Elementary School (Halifax), Musquodoboit Rural High School 
(Middle Musquodoboit), and Uniacke District School (Mount Uniacke). 
This event took place at Kenneth C. Rowe Heritage Hall at Pier 21 in 
Halifax with two-time JUNO Award nominee and six-time CCMA Award 
winner, Dean Brody and also recognized MusiCounts’ partnership with 
the Canadian Country Music Association and their announcement that 
the CCMA Awards will be heading to Halifax in 2015.

Scott Long, Executive Director, Music Nova Scotia, also announced 
that they will provide a $5,000 investment to the Band Aid Grant 
program. This will be matched by MusiCounts for the purchase of music 
equipment for a school or schools in need in the South Shore Region of 
Nova Scotia next year.

THE TENORS REGINA, SK 
Internationally acclaimed group, The Tenors, joined MusiCounts to 
kick off JUNO Week 2013 with an inspiring celebration. The Tenors 
performed “Hallelujah” and “Forever Young”, with the Archbishop 
M.C. O’Neill Catholic High School Choir, from their album, Lead 
With Your Heart. The JUNO Award winning group were on hand to 
help celebrate $25,000 worth of musical instruments and equipment 
awarded to three music programs in Regina. The event that took place 
at Archbishop M.C. O’Neill Catholic High School also recognized the 
first time that a vocal program was selected to be the recipient of a 
Band Aid Grant.  Archbishop M.C. O’Neill Catholic High School used 
their grant money to purchase microphones, amplification and mixing 
equipment to continue building their strong vocal program.

Joining in the festivities were students and faculty from Dr. L.M. Hanna 
Elementary School and the Prairie Valley North Band program, both 
also recipients of Band Aid Grants this year.  As a special surprise, both 
schools were presented with the instruments and equipment purchased 
with their grants during a special unveiling.

COLIN JAMES KELOWNA, BC
MusiCounts awarded over $140,000 in grants and scholarships in the 
province of British Columbia this year alone. To cap off what has been 
a year-long celebration of music education in the western province, 
MusiCounts presented Band Aid Grants in Kelowna and Delta.

The event in Kelowna recognized the support that MusiCounts has 
received from Vista Radio and 103.9 The Juice. Over the course of 
the last two years, they have donated $40,000 to support MusiCounts’ 
Band Aid Grant program, with $20,000 in grants being awarded to 
the two school music programs based in Kelowna. Vista Radio has 
graciously signed on to invest over $400,000 into MusiCounts’ Band 
Aid Grant program over the course of nine years.

On May 29th, 2013 six-time JUNO Award winner Colin James joined 
in on a collaboration performance with the senior Jazz Band members 
from École KLO Middle School and Glenrosa Middle School performing 
his hit, “Surely”.

VICTORIA DUFFIELD DELTA, BC
Delta School District (SD37) was awarded $20,000 from MusiCounts 
and Music BC Charitable Foundation. Special guest, JUNO nominee 
Victoria Duffield, was on hand at Devon Gardens Elementary School 
in Delta, BC. This event recognized a partnership between MusiCounts 
and Music BC Charitable Foundation that saw each organization 
providing $10,000 to support this grant. The grant will provide 76 
instruments and 31 music stands for music programs at eight elementary 
schools in the Delta School District: Devon Gardens Elementary School, 
Annieville Elementary School, Cougar Canyon Elementary School, 
Chalmers Elementary School, Jarvis Traditional Elementary School, 
Brooke Elementary School, Gray Elementary School, and Hawthorne 
Elementary School.

This school district is very unique, and made music an important focus 
in the curriculum by implementing a band program that all students in 
grades 6 and 7 are required to participate in.
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2012-2013
Band aid reciPients
ALBERTA
Amiskwaciy Academy, Edmonton
Mary Butterworth School, Edmonton
Morinville Public Elementary School, Morinville
Onoway Junior Senior High School, Onoway
T.A. Norris Middle School, Peace River

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Delta School District (SD #37), Delta
Douglas Road Elementary, Burnaby
École KLO Middle School, Kelowna
Glenrosa Middle School, West Kelowna
Kildala Elementary School, Kitimat
Killarney Secondary School, Vancouver
Kwantlen Park Secondary, Surrey
Matthew McNair Secondary School, Richmond
McNicoll Park Middle School, Penticton
Nechako Elementary, Kitimat
Park Avenue Community School, Nanaimo
Phoenix Elementary School, Salt Spring Island
Tahayghen Elementary, Masset
W.L. Seaton Secondary School, Vernon

MANITOBA
Arthur A Leach School, Winnipeg
John M. King School, Winnipeg
Lundar School, Lundar
Margaret Barbour Collegiate Institute, The Pas
Newdale Colony School, Souris
River East Collegiate, Winnipeg

NEW BRUNSWICK
École Le Mascaret, Moncton
North & South Esk Regional High School, Sunny Corner
Woodstock Middle School, Woodstock

NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR
Crescent Collegiate, South Dildo
Our Lady of the Cape, De Grau
Queen Elizabeth Regional High School, Foxtrap

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
Mildred Hall School, Yellowknife
Range Lake North School, Yellowknife

NOVA SCOTIA
Cabot Jr./Sr. High School, Neil’s Harbour
Musquodoboit Rural High School, Middle Musquodoboit
Prospect Road Elementary School, Halifax
Uniacke District School, Mount Uniacke

NUNAVUT
Attagoyuk Ilisavik, Pangnirtung

ONTARIO
AETC Haliburton, Haliburton
Albert Campbell Collegiate Institute, Scarborough
Birchmount Park Collegiate, Toronto
Brighton Public School, Brighton

Driftwood Public School, Toronto
Elia Middle School , Toronto
Father Bressani Catholic High School, Woodbridge
George Syme Community School, York
Morse Street Junior Public School, Toronto
Oakwood Collegiate Institute, Toronto
R.J. Lang Elementary & Middle School, Toronto
Rockcliffe Middle School, Toronto
Rockwood Centennial Public School, Rockwood
Sir Fredrick Banting Secondary School, London

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Montague Intermediate School, Montague
Morell Consolidated School, Morell
École Évangéline, Wellington

QUÉBEC
Dr. Wilbert Keon School, Chapeau
École de la Chaumière, Québec City
École Simon P. Ottawa, Manawan
École St-Alexandre, St-Alexandre
FOCUS, Montréal
La Tuque High School, La Tuque
St-Jean-Bosco, Magog
Tri-School Community Learning Centre (Gaspé Poly, Gaspé elementary, 
Belle Anse elementary), Gaspé

SASKATCHEWAN
Empire Community School, Moose Jaw
École St. Anne School, Prince Albert
Rivier Academy, Prince Albert
Punnichy Community High School, Punnichy
Archbishop M.C. O’Neill Catholic High School, Regina
Dr. L.M. Hanna Elementary School, Regina
Prairie Valley North Band Program, Regina
Saskatoon Public Schools (Div. 13), Saskatoon
W.P. Bate Community School, Saskatoon
Chinook School Division, Swift Current

YUKON
St. Elias Community School, Haines Junction

MUSIC CANADA DESIGNATED GRANTS
Parkdale Junior and Senior Public School, Toronto
Charles G Fraser Jr. Public School, Toronto
Cresthaven Public School, Toronto
Gateway Public School, Toronto
Woodbine Junior High School, Toronto

SLAIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION DESIGNATED GRANTS
Brock Public School, Toronto
Cedar Drive Public School, Toronto
D.A. Morrison Middle School, Toronto
John Polanyi Collegiate Institute, Toronto
Pauline Johnson Jr. Public School, Toronto
White Haven Public School, Toronto
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scholarshiPs
MUSICOUNTS FRED SHERRATT AWARD    SPONSORED BY: 

In 2008 these awards started in partnership with Bell Media in honour of broadcasting pioneer Fred Sherratt.  The 
award recognizes the outstanding achievement, talent and leadership of 12 graduating students selected from 
music programs across the country. Each recipient receives $3,500 and a trip to Toronto to attend a reception for 
the recipients and spend an educational day at MuchMusic and CHUM Radio.

RECIPIENTS
Peter Bull  St. Francis Xavier University – Antigonish, NS                
Asha Dillion  The Harris Institute for the Arts – Toronto, ON
Rob Fernandes  Humber College – Toronto, ON
Benjamin Gendron-Smith  The Banff Centre – Banff, AB
Bryce Hocken  Red Deer College – Red Deer, AB
Philippe Palanque  Musitechnic – Montréal, QC

Nick Parry  Trebas Institute – Toronto, ON
Kendra Sauder  Fanshawe College – London, ON
Shawn Stephenson  Selkirk College – Nelson, BC
Andrew Thompson  Capilano University – North Vancouver, BC
Timothy Tkachyk  The Art Institute of Vancouver – Vancouver, BC
Roya Yazdanmehr  Grant MacEwan University – Edmonton, AB

MUSICOUNTS SCHOLARSHIPS
MusiCounts partners with 12 colleges and institutions across Canada to award annual scholarships to exceptional 
students enrolled in post-secondary Music and Recording Arts & Sciences programs. The scholarships have assisted 
hundreds of young Canadians with the help they need to develop their talent and launch their careers.  Recipients 
receive $1,000 each, a commemorative certificate, a one-year complimentary CARAS membership, and tickets to 
JUNO Week events.

RECIPIENTS
Vladimir Borissov  Fanshawe College – London, ON               
Karl Dicaire  The Art Institute of Vancouver – Vancouver, BC
Alexander Dobson  Capilano University – North Vancouver, BC
Erin Glover  Red Deer College – Red Deer, AB
Dustin Hetlinger  Grant MacEwan University – Edmonton, AB
Charlie Jacobson  Selkirk College – Nelson, BC

Kathryn MacLean  Humber College – Toronto, ON
Denise Martin  The Banff Centre – Banff, AB
Jose Morao  Musitechnic – Montréal, QC
Michael Aris Racioppo  Trebas Institute – Montréal, QC
Alex Whitehead  St. Francis Xavier University – Antigonish, NS
Ross Whitney  The Harris Institute for the Arts – Toronto, ON
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teacher of the year

MARK REID
VANCOUVER TECHNICAL SECONDARY SCHOOL
VANCOUVER, B.C.

MusiCounts was proud to announce Mark Reid, Fine Arts 
Department Head, Director of Bands & Choir at Vancouver 
Technical Secondary School, as the eighth recipient of the 
MusiCounts Teacher of the Year Award. MusiCounts enlisted 
the help of 13-time JUNO Award winner and Canadian Music 
Hall of Fame inductee, Shania Twain to present Mark with his 
award. Shania took time backstage after her show at Caesars 
Palace in Las Vegas on April 5th, to meet with Mark and members 

of MusiCounts. Footage from this special event was shown during the 2013 JUNO Awards 
Broadcast on CTV, April 21st. 

As the music teacher at Vancouver Technical Secondary School for the past seven years, 
University of Victoria graduate Mark Reid has been an extraordinary influence on his students, 
his school and the community as a whole. Mark and his team oversee a program that has an 
enrollment of over 600 students, representing more than 1/3 of the school population. During 
this time Mark has been integral to the significant growth of the school music program including 
the Senior Concert Band expanding from 60 to 112 students, the revival of a choral program, 
the expansion of the orchestral program, the creation of Van Tech Musicals in the Concert 
Musical Theatre, the Drumline and the Brass Ensemble programs, and sponsored creation of a 
band program at Queen Alexandra Elementary School. Mark was the President of the British 
Columbia Music Educators’ Association (BCMEA) and was recently elected to President of the 
Canadian Music Educators’ Association.

The MusiCounts Teacher of the Year Award recognizes the incredible, dedicated and hard-
working music teachers in Canada who help keep music alive for so many young Canadians. 
The recipient receives a $10,000 cheque, plus a $10,000 contribution to the recipient’s school 
music program, an all-expense paid trip to the JUNO Awards, and a spectacular solid crystal 
statuette based on the JUNO Award design originally created by Canadian glass artist, the late 
Shirley Elford.
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MUsicoUnts td coMMUnity 
MUsic Grants 
MusiCounts and TD Bank Group were proud to announce the MusiCounts TD Community Music 
Grants program. The grants provide musical instruments and equipment to community centres, 
after-school programs and other non-profit organizations serving local communities. These grants 
are intended to be transformational, impacting thousands of young Canadians and support 
diverse music programs in communities from coast to coast.

“At TD, we are extremely proud to support this initiative, which provides opportunities to youth 
across Canada with a focus on music,” said Alan Convery, Senior Manager, Community 
Relations, TD Bank Group. “Whether it is further education, reading, music, arts or theatre, 
every young person should have the support they need to reach their fullest potential.  That’s 
what the MusiCounts TD Community Music Grant program is all about.”

Kevin Drew of Broken Social Scene was the inspiration behind this initiative when he 
approached MusiCounts nearly two years ago.  His intent was to get involved with the charity 
in hopes that MusiCounts could create support for programs serving at-risk youth that may not 
be exposed to music education and discovery through their schools.  With the support from TD, 
MusiCounts was able to bring this program to life, expanding their programming to create even 
more opportunities for youth in underserved communities across Canada.

Kevin Drew was on hand at a special event announcing all of the inaugural grant recipients 
through this program. He was joined on stage by participants of SKETCH Working Arts 
Program, an at-risk youth targeted community group, to perform two original compositions that 
he and the group created. 

The first year of the MusiCounts TD Community Music Grants program received over 120 
applications.  A total of $200,000 has been awarded to the 15 selected recipients this year.  

À deux mains/ Heads & Hands  Montréal, QC
Artscan Circle  Newmarket, ON (Operating in 3 provinces and the territories)

Brander Gardens Rocks  Edmonton, AB
Broadway Neighbourhood Hip Hop Academy  Winnipeg, MB
Carnegie Community Centre  Vancouver, BC
Eka Cooperative Highland Gong Society  Vancouver, BC
Fédération culturelle de Î’Ile-du-Prince-Édouard  Charlottetown, PEI
The Hammer Band  Toronto, ON

Heart of the City Piano Program  Edmonton, AB
iHuman Youth Society  Edmonton, AB
Jeunes musiciens du monde  QC (Operating in 4 different communities)

The Saint James Music Academy  Vancouver, BC
The Salvation Army  Scarborough, ON
SKETCH Working Arts Program  Toronto, ON
Status4 Inc.  Winnipeg, MB

2013 MUSICOUNTS TD COMMUNITY MUSIC GRANT RECIPIENTS:
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“MUSIC IS A CHANCE THAT EVERYONE DESERVES. THE REASON I WANTED 
TO BE PART OF THIS PROGRAM IS TO GIVE YOUNG PEOPLE THAT CHANCE. 
THERE ARE SO MANY UNSUNG HEROES OUT THERE THAT HAVE PROGRAMS 
THAT DESERVE FUNDING… AND THAT’S ExACTLY WHAT THESE GRANTS 
WILL ExECUTE.” - KEVIN DREW
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2013 jUno awards week
JUNO CUP
An all-star lineup of Rockers and NHL Greats and two 
of Canada’s favourite pastimes – hockey and music – 
came together for a celebrity hockey game in support of 
MusiCounts. April 19th at the Mosaic Place in Moose Jaw, 
the hockey stars won the 2013 JUNO Cup sponsored by 
Southland Mall, with a score of 9-8. 

This family friendly event has grown to become a well 
anticipated part of JUNO Week with the funds generated 
going to further support music education in Canada. 
Players from both teams joined forces for a rendition of 
“O Canada” and gathered in the locker room post-game 
to jam to Tom Cochrane’s "Life Is A Highway".  

In addition to ticket sales, MusiCounts also conducted a 
50/50 draw and hosted a silent auction. A big thanks 
goes to all of our supporters who donated items to help 
make the silent auction such a success, including: The 
House of Marley, Universal Music Canada, Maple Leafs 
Sports and Entertainment, Regina Host Committee, GRAF 
Canada, and Fantactics.

JUNO GALA DINNER & AWARDS
Allan Reid, Director, MusiCounts, spoke to over 1,500 
members of the Canadian music industry, encouraging 
them to continue their unwavering support of our charity.  
Allan introduced Universal Music Canada artists, The 
Tenors, who performed their hit “Forever Young” with 
members of the Archbishop M.C. O’Neill Catholic High 
School Choir. At the 2013 JUNO Awards The Tenors 
took home their first ever Award for Adult Contemporary 
Album of the Year for Lead With Your Heart.

JUNO SONGWRITERS’ CIRCLE
JUNO Songwriters’ Circle brings together some of 
today’s most talented Canadian singer/songwriters to 
share songs and stories on stage.

Multiple JUNO Award winner, Tom Cochrane, hosted 
the event the day after he accepted the Allan Waters 
Humanitarian Award at the JUNO Gala Dinner & 
Awards. Cochrane lead the discussion, performed some 
of his hit songs and got up-close with the audience in this 
truly unique setting and not-to-be-missed event. Bahamas, 
Classified, Colin James, Crystal Shawanda, Danny 
Michel, David Myles and Kathleen Edwards delighted the 
sold out crowd at the Casino Regina Show Lounge on the 
afternoon of April 21st, 2013.

The event ended with all of the songwriters returning to 
the stage for a rendition of Cochrane’s classic "Life Is A 
Highway", which brought the audience to its feet for a 
standing ovation. Thank you to SOCAN and to eOne 
Entertainment for sponsoring this MusiCounts benefit 
event and to all the artists who were involved in making 
this successful. 

JUNO AWARDS BROADCAST
An incredible JUNO Week for MusiCounts was capped 
off this year by a special message delivered by The 
Tenors.  The JUNO Award winning quartet introduced a 
segment featuring the 2013 MusiCounts Teacher of the 
Year presenter, Shania Twain.  An audience of nearly 
2,000,000 viewers were told about the importance of 
music education and encouraged to get involved with 
MusiCounts and lend their support. 

Thank you to all the artists and industry members who 
showed their support for MusiCounts by proudly wearing 
their MusiCounts leaf note pin. 
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canadian coUntry
MUsic association
Members of the Canadian Country Music Association 
(CCMA) have always been generous and supportive of 
countless charity endeavors. Over its past thirty-seven 
years, the CCMA has taken the lead or participated in 
support of many worthy causes and its newly established 
relationship with MusiCounts is no different.

MusiCounts is thrilled to be partnered with the CCMA. 
During the 2012 PotashCorp Country Music Week in 
Saskatoon, SK, MusiCounts had a presence at several 
events, raising funds and awareness for our cause. 

To recognize this partnership, MusiCounts headed to 
Halifax to celebrate $25,000 in Band Aid Grants. These 
grants were awarded to three schools in Nova Scotia 
during the East Coast Music Awards with two-time JUNO 
Award nominee and six-time CCMA Awards winner, 
Dean Brody. The Canadian Country Music Association 
also announced that the CCMA Awards will be coming 
to Halifax in 2015. 

“MusiCounts is very grateful for this new partnership with the CCMA,” said Allan Reid, Director 
of MusiCounts. “The country music community have been loyal supporters of our charity and 
this new relationship with the CCMA will serve to strengthen our identity and provide us with 
an amazing opportunity to raise additional funds and awareness for MusiCounts and the many 
students that benefit from our programs.”

ABOUT THE CANADIAN COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIATION (CCMA)
Established in 1976, the CCMA® is committed to ensuring the growth of 
Canadian country music through education, communication, information, 
promotion and recognition. Core to the organization’s efforts is Country Music 
Week - an annual event that heightens awareness and increases exposure for 

Canada’s country artists. A culmination of Country Music Week, the Canadian Country Music 
AwardsTM were inaugurated in 1982 and continue to celebrate the music and artists that 
represent Canada’s unique culture.
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fUndraisinG initiatiVes
and Benefit eVents
MORNINGSTAR CANADIAN INVESTMENT AWARDS
MusiCounts was proud to continue the partnership 
which began in 2010 as the official charity 
beneficiary of the Morningstar Canadian Investment 
Awards.  In addition to proceeds generated through 
the submission fees, MusiCounts provided a range 
of silent auction items and also held a live auction 
for an Air Canada Centre and Maple Leafs Alumni 
Experience package. Special thanks go to Sentry 
Investments who placed the winning bid and 
subsequently got the once-in-a-lifetime experience 
of being joined by Maple Leaf alumni on the Air 
Canada Centre ice surface.  
Thanks to Scott MacKenzie and everyone at 
Morningstar Canada for including MusiCounts as 
part of this event once again.

SCOTIABANK TORONTO WATERFRONT MARATHON
MusiCounts took part in the Scotiabank 
Toronto Waterfront Marathon for the first time.  
Congratulations to all 34 runners who finished the 
5km and half marathon events.  Each team member 
was instrumental in helping us raise over $38,000 
for the Band Aid Grant program.  We’d like to thank 
our artist and celebrity runners, including Jim Cuddy, 
Bryan Potvin, Kim Stockwood, Royal Wood, Sarah 
Slean and Ron MacLean.  
Our top 5 fundraisers: Melanie Berry, David Kines, Julien 
Paquin, Jason Klein, Diane Hurley      

ARTS & CRAFTS 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
2013 marked the 10-year anniversary of Arts & 
Crafts.  In celebration of this landmark year for the 
label, the Field Trip Music & Arts Festival took place 
on June 8th at the Fort York grounds in Toronto.  As 
one of the charitable partners of the festival, each 
person added to the guest list was asked to make 
a $10 donation to MusiCounts. Thanks go to Jeffrey 
Remedios and Kevin Drew for allowing MusiCounts 
to be a part of the festivities.  Congratulations to 
everyone at Arts & Crafts on 10 successful years. We 
wish you many more!

THE HOUSE OF MARLEY
For every House of Marley product sold in Canada, 
$1 is donated through the 1Love Foundation to 
support MusiCounts. “I am so happy that House of 
Marley has been able to partner with MusiCounts, 
through my family’s charitable organization, 1Love.
org.  Together, we can help connect youth to music 
and help them express and share their personal 
messages in a peaceful and creative way.  My father 
would be very proud,” said Rohan Marley. 

BOWLING FOR MUSICOUNTS
Organized by Jeff Craib and Jennifer Bluestein of The 
Feldman Agency, the music industry bowling league 
brought together 12 teams representing Bernie 
Breen Management & Eggplant Entertainment, 
Embrace Presents & 2 + 2 Management, eOne 
Music Canada, MapleMusic, Massey Hall and 
Roy Thomson Hall, Slaight Music, Sony Music 
Entertainment Canada, The Agency Group, The 
Feldman Agency, Ticketmaster Toronto, Universal 
Music Canada and Warner Music Canada. Entry 
fees were donated to support MusiCounts.

BOOTS AND HEARTS
MusiCounts was proud to be the charitable partner 
of the Boots and Hearts Music Festival for the 
second year in a row.  This year, a 50/50 raffle was 
conducted and in addition, MusiCounts hosted the 
VIP lounge for those on guest list.  Guest list patrons 
were asked to make a $25 donation and in turn 
gained access to the VIP lounge which had amenities 
such as couches, a private bar and washroom, live 
TV feeds from the stage and wi-fi. Congratulations 
to Shannon McNevan and everyone at Republic 
Live for putting on such an amazing event that has 
now established itself as Canada’s premium country 
music festival.
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fUndraisinG initiatiVes
and Benefit eVents
GIFT OF MUSIC
The Gift of Music 2012 celebrated the season for 
giving by bringing together some of Toronto’s top 
rated urban artists at a jam packed event that helped 
to raise funds and awareness for MusiCounts.  The 
event, hosted by Jully Black and Kevin “Kid Kut” 
Keith, saw ticket proceeds as well as funds derived 
from a silent auction and raffle go to MusiCounts.  
Thanks to everyone involved for making the third 
year that MusiCounts has been involved with this 
event another successful one.

PAPERBAG RECORDS
On September 27, 28 and 29, 2012, Paper Bag 
Records celebrated their 10th Anniversary with 
three nights of music at the Great Hall. Proceeds 
from ticket sales went to MusiCounts to support our 
Band Aid Grant program. Thank you to all the Paper 
Bag Records staff for putting together an amazing 
event showcasing the talented artists on their roster. 
Congratulations on 10 great years!

ROLLING STONES CONTRIBUTION 
MusiCounts was thrilled to accept a donation 
from The Rolling Stones in relation to their show in 
Toronto on June 6, 2013. The Rolling Stones, who 
were in town playing the second of two sold out 
shows at the Air Canada Centre as part of their 
50 & Counting Tour, expressed interest in making 
a contribution to MusiCounts as a local charity and 
chose MusiCounts.  The history of the Rolling Stones 
relationship with MusiCounts dates back to 2005, 
when the group sponsored the inaugural MusiCounts 
Teacher of the Year Award.

POLARIS MUSIC PRIZE
The partnership between MusiCounts and the 
Polaris Music Prize continued once again this past 
year.  Our involvement with the Polaris Prize helps to 
further solidify MusiCounts’ as one of the charities of 
choice for the Canadian music industry. MusiCounts 
was the beneficiary of ticket proceeds from the 
Polaris Peep Show as well as funds raised through 
the auction of limited edition posters autographed 
by each of the Polaris Prize short list artists. Thank 
you to Steve Jordan for his continued support.

AEROPLAN BEYOND MILES
Aeroplan is pleased to welcome MusiCounts as 
a founding charitable partner in its Beyond Miles 
program. The partnership was launched with a 
donation of 1,000,000 Aeroplan miles to each of 
the founding partners. Through this partnership, 
Aeroplan members are able to donate miles to 
our charity.  MusiCounts will use donated miles to 
offset travel costs, allowing us to visit more of the 
communities that our grants are impacting and 
will also use miles to go towards the purchase of 
products that can be auctioned off at fundraising 
events benefitting the Band Aid Grant program.

2013 JUNO AWARDS NOMINEE COMPILATION CD
The JUNO Awards Nominee Compilation CD is an 
annual joint venture between Canada’s three major 
labels (Sony Music Entertainment Canada Inc., 
Universal Music Canada and Warner Music Canada 
Ltd.) and The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts 
and Sciences (CARAS). The 2013 compilation was 
produced by Warner Music Canada Ltd. 
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PUBlicity & eXPosUre
MusiCounts holds a number of events and makes several announcements throughout the year that create 
quality press coverage.  These events take place in several communities throughout Canada and often 
announcements made are ones that have national impact.  From grant celebrations, to award recipient 
presentations, to making new partnerships known publically, this coverage occurs throughout the year 
and reaches millions of readers, listeners and viewers through online, print, radio and television.

Musicounts.ca and Musicompte.ca continue to provide information about our initiatives, highlighting 
on-going endeavours and special events.  Both CARAS and the JUNO Awards websites also promote 
awareness and provide links to the MusiCounts site.

• Monthly average of 3,500 visitors • 66% were unique visitors 

2,500+ 2,100+ 230+ 14,000+

In 2012-2013, MusiCounts events were covered by both major media outlets as well as smaller, more 
community focused outlets providing us with widespread coverage from coast to coast.
 
In addition to publicity, MusiCounts is also given the opportunity to spread awareness through messaging 
delivered during both the JUNO Awards and the Canadian Country Music Awards broadcasts.  The 
MusiCounts segment on the JUNO Awards broadcast on CTV featured an introduction by JUNO Awards 
winners, The Tenors, as well as a taped message from the legendary Canadian Music Hall of Fame 
member, Shania Twain.  The 2013 JUNO Awards broadcast reached an audience of nearly 2,000,000 
viewers!
 
MusiCounts sponsor recognition was present in souvenir programs for both the JUNO Awards and 
Canadian Country Music Week.

Media coverage highlights include but are not limited to:

680 News – Toronto 
Breakfast Television – Vancouver 
Cape Breton Post 
CBC.ca – New Brunswick 
CBCMusic.ca 
CTV Morning Live – Regina 
CTV News – BC

eTalk 
Global TV Maritimes 
Kelowna Daily Courier *Front page 
Nanaimo Bulletin 
Regina Leader Post 
Winnipeg Free Press 
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Board of directors
Chairman Ed Robinson: CARAS Chairman, Executive Producer
Melanie Berry: President & CEO, CARAS/The JUNO Awards & MusiCounts, Executive Producer
1st Vice President Shane Carter: President, Sony Music Entertainment Canada
2nd Vice President Deane Cameron: CARAS
Secretary/Treasurer Humphrey Kadaner: President & COO, Mastermind LP
Bruce Allen: President, Bruce Allen Talent
Vivian Barclay: General Manager, Warner Chappell Music Canada Ltd.
Jeff Craib: President, The Feldman Agency
Erik Hoffman: Vice President, Canada, Live Nation
Steve Kane: President, Warner Music Canada
Jason Klein: Partner, Taylor Mitsopoulos Klein Oballa
Randy Lennox: President & CEO, Universal Music Canada Ltd
Julien Paquin: President, Agency Division, Paquin Entertainment Group
Jeffrey Remedios: President, Arts & Crafts
Jack Ross: Senior Vice President, Toronto, The Agency Group
Patti-Anne Tarlton: Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, Ticketmaster Canada

Ed Robinson: Chairman
Melanie Berry: President & CEO, CARAS / The JUNO Awards & MusiCounts
Deane Cameron: CARAS
Ross Davies: Director, Member Engagement, Radio, BBM Canada
Denise Donlon: Broadcast and Recording Industry Executive
Bob Ezrin: Musician & Producer
Don Green: Executive Director, Canadian Country Music Association
David Kines: Chair, MuchFACT & President, Hollywood Suite
Margaret McGuffin: Chief Executive Officer, Musicians’ Rights Organization Canada (MROC)
Aideen O’Brien: Director, Music Supervision & Publishing, Entertainment One
Tyson A. Parker: Vice President, Corporate Communications, National Media & Artist Relations,

Universal Music Canada Inc.
Ross Reynolds: Past CARAS Chairman
Susan Wakutz: Acting Manager, Business Development, Toronto District School Board

adVisory coMMittee 



thank yoU to oUr sPonsors

sUPPorted since incePtion By

associated with

MusiCounts
345 Adelaide Street West, 2nd Floor, Toronto, Ontario M5V 1R5

Tel: 416-485-3135 | Fax: 416-485-4978 | Email: info@musicounts.ca | Charitable Business Number: 10684 2057 RR0001





Astral Report, September 2012 - August 2013 
 
As enrollment started up in late August and early September, it was pretty 
obvious that we wouldn’t have too many empty lesson spots to fill. Having the 
majority of our students return to Dixon Hall Music School for another year, 
some for their tenth or eleventh year is to me a sure sign that we’re making an 
impact on the youth from Regent Park, Moss Park and the St. Lawrence 
neighbourhood. Astral Media’s support has played a large part in keeping our 
lessons prices low, a crucial factor for families in our neighbourhood and one that 
enables our students to stay with us. As one of our current classical guitar 
students, in third year at the University of Toronto, told The Toronto Star last 
fall, “This is my second home”.  
  
Fall 2012 was filled with music. In early October we had a visit from Kelly Hall-
Tompkins, a famed violinist from New York City. Later that fall, two Canadian 
songwriters came by the school to perform and talk to students about the art of 
songwriting. Our students also performed in the community, at the first Regent 
Park Harvest Festival and later that fall, at Bob Rae’s annual Christmas get 
together. Our families were also treated to concerts at Massey Hall by Jann 
Arden and Sarah McLaughlin, and we were honored to show our school off to 
Sarah when she visited us in early December. Our three Christmas recitals in 
mid-December featured over 100 students performing. Over the Christmas 
holidays, a group of teachers, older students and me went to Hart House Farm, 
where we normally go for our March Break and summer camps, for our first 
annual Alumni Music Camp. Students who could no longer come to our regular 
camps because of university timetables jumped at the chance to spend part of 
their Christmas vacation together with childhood friends, and the stories that 
they told only emphasized the importance of Dixon Hall Music School in bringing 
music and friendship into the their lives from an early age. 
 
During the early winter we started a small youth orchestra and the fledgling 
string group (6 musicians) played their first concert at a fundraiser for the string 
group g27. They played two songs accompanied by several members of g27, 
who we will be partnering with to play more concerts .This will be great exposure 
for our young performers, and we plan on three more concerts together 
throughout 2013 and 2014. 
 
At March break we headed for Hart House Farm for our March Break Music 
Camp, an annual music camp that gets kids out of their inner city environment 
for a week in the country. The weather was quite intense but the kids (ages 9-
13) threw themselves into ear training, solo and group songs, hikes, tubing, 
tapping maple trees and, in general, just acting like kids. It was a joyous week. 
During the March Break we also offered our first March Break program at Dixon 
Hall Music School for local youth. The camp featured Rock Band, Ukulele Class 



and others, and was very successful. Other students attended Harbourfront 
camps and music camps at the Canadian Opera Company. All in all, many of our 
young people had an informative and adventurous week, instead of being stuck 
in their apartments.  
 
Throughout the winter we hunkered down to create, listen and laugh here at 58 
Sumach St. Some students worked doubly hard to get ready for RCM exams in 
the spring and by exam time, twelve students had registered. On one snowy 
night in February two of the Music School’s classical guitar students 
demonstrated what they have learned in their lessons to local youth. What a job 
they did! The 2 students: Jessica, a shy 16 yr. old from Regent Park who only 
started guitar a year ago and Cindy, our best young guitarist not only performed 
for the youths that came  but they charmed the audience when their teacher 
(Kristen) asked them to describe a typical lesson. 
 
I though Jessica would freeze because of her shyness, but it was quite the 
opposite – she lit up with a big smile and went into a detailed description of her 
lessons, showing examples of playing styles and telling the audience how much 
she looks forward to her lessons each week and how important practice is. This 
is a young girl who broke into tears at March Break camp last year because as a 
pianist (she also studies piano here) she realized that she was far behind even 
some of the younger kids. What a difference a year makes! 
 
Cindy spoke for about 15 minutes about her love of classical guitar and the 
attachment she has to it. She spoke of the comfort she feels when she is playing 
guitar and the difference she feels about herself, being a musician. “Empowered” 
is a word that springs to mind. From there the conversation included a Q and A 
with the audience, with a particularly spirited conversation between the 2 girls 
and a young woman who came for the class about what kind of music each of 
them listened to.  
 
The poise and assured leadership that they showed that night was truly 
impressive to me, and demonstrates the power of music and positive 
reinforcement.  
 
Later that spring we recorded our first live performances at the Music School. A 
group of young women who had spent most of the year writing and producing a 
hip hop track finally recorded their song, and the aforementioned Jessica sat in 
front of a microphone for the first time in her life and recorded a guitar study, 
which later became the soundtrack to a slideshow celebrating our 35 years in the 
community.  
 
In June Subliminal came back to the school and got the kids moving – he even 
got one of the mothers present to beat box with him! 



 
As part of our year end wrap up we held end of year “teacher consultations” 
which were very enlightening. Lynette (Music School manager) and I heard from 
all of our teachers on topics such as “problem” students, success stories and 
overall job satisfaction. The teachers spoke highly of Dixon Hall Music School, 
praising our new facility, the students and the atmosphere that exists here. It 
was a great opportunity for Lynette and I to both present challenges we have 
and also give teachers praise for their efforts. 
 
Our regular lessons wrapped up at the end of June with 4 end of year recitals 
that showcased our students’ talents. Over 130 students performed, our most 
ever. We held our annual Student Awards\Teachers’ Recital night for our 
families, where some students receive scholarships for free lessons in the coming 
year and several teachers perform for the families. In late June I met with a 
representative from Berklee College, (where one of our students graduated from 
recently) to talk about their “City Music Network”, an interactive, highly 
collaborative website which we hope to take part in. 
Optional music lessons continued on in July and in mid-July, 20 of us took off for 
our annual summer music camp, again at Hart House Farm. It was a triumph of 
collaboration and friendship and the free spirits of our kids shone through the 
eight days. 
Overall almost 70 students attended summer music and arts camps throughout 
the GTA and Ontario. It was a fitting end to our successful and boisterous school 
year. 
 
I think what I notice most about our students are their strong, vibrant spirits and 
what Astral Media has done has supported hundreds of youths in finding a voice 
and a spiritual home here. Thank you on behalf of all of us at Dixon Hall Music 
School.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bob McKitrick 
Director, Dixon Hall Music School 
58 Sumach Street 
Toronto, Ontario   M5A 3J7 
T  416.863.0499 x 234 
F  416.863.9981 
bob.mckitrick@dixonhall.org 
www.dixonhall.org  
www.dixonhallmusicschool.org 
 
 

mailto:bob.mckitrick@dixonhall.org
http://www.dixonhall.org/
http://www.dixonhallmusicschool.org/
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2013 Festival Summary  
 
Astral Media’s Support (Benefits): 
 
The 2013 imagineNATIVE Film + Media Arts Festival was a milestone year for 
the organization as several key new benchmarks were set in attendance and 
programming initiatives. With more sold-out and near-capacity screenings than at 
any time in our history, the 14th edition of imagineNATIVE saw an increase in 
audiences to 15,558 attendees. The Festival presented an unprecedented 127 
works by Indigenous artists from Canada, USA, New Zealand, Australia, Nepal, 
Finland, Sweden, Norway, South Africa, Mexico, Philippines, Taiwan and Peru 
and showcased works in film, video, radio, musical performance, new media, and 
contemporary art.  
 
Thanks to Benefits allocated to imagineNATIVE on behalf of Astral Media we 
were once again able to expand our Festival programming, Mentorships and 
Industry Series. imagineNATIVE programming was accessible and visible to 
literally millions of Canadians through innovative partnerships with Air Canada 
(which featured an imagineNATIVE-branded shorts programme on all its flights 
worldwide) and with Pattison Onestop. New relationships with Atlantic Canada 
led to mentorships with the New Brunswick Filmmakers’ Cooperative, No’kmaq 
Village and the Newfoundland Independent Filmmakers Cooperative. These 
partnerships are incredibly valuable in promoting the Festival and all its 
programming across Canada.  
 
Our sold-out Opening Night Gala World Premiere of Mystery Road was 
presented at the Bloor Hot Docs Cinema with the remainder of the film and video 
works held once again at the TIFF Bell Lightbox. The Festival’s Radio & New 
Media Lounge (presented by Astral Radio) was also housed at the Lightbox.  
 
There were many highlights in 2013, including the following:   
 

• Audience attendance up to 15,558 which marks a 35% increase in the last 
five years and 20% increase from 2012. 

• Six sold-out screenings. 
• Ticket Sales for screenings reached an all-time high, at nearly 4,500 

tickets distributed through box office. 
• Polaris Prize nominated A Tribe Called Red as headliners of “The Beat” 

Music Night. 
• Expanded New Media programming including the TED talks style 

IndigiTALKS Video Essays by 3 Ontario-based Indigenous artists.  
• Most Exhibitions ever presented and a scheduled tour of them, “The 

Uncanny Art Crawl”. 
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• Highest ever attendance at our International Spotlight series which this 
year shone on the Maori from New Zealand, including enhanced 
programming, more panels and more screenings. 

• Awards given totalling $13,500 in cash prizes and $10,000 in services to 
artists. 

• A 200% increase in our artists in attendance from around the globe in 
2013 

• Media Coverage for the 2013 Festival grew exponentially, due in part to 
the hiring of a new publicist. imagineNATIVE received coverage by 
George Stromboulopoulos, Flare Magazine, CTV, NOW Magazine, Xtra!, 
CBC, Le Metro, Urban Native Magazine, Vision Maker Media, POV 
Magazine and others. 

 
Profile and visibility changed as Astral was acquired by Bell Media in 2013, thus 
all Astral branding was marked as Bell Media, imagineNATIVE’s exclusive 
Presenting Sponsor. Bell Media visibility was seen through branding on all 
Festival Materials (posters, invitations, tickets, catalogues, and press releases) 
as the presenting sponsor, Bell Media was listed as the presenter of the Radio 
works and as the presenter of the Best Radio Award and the Best Dramatic 
Feature Award. A Bell Media trailer played prior to every screening.  
 
Astral Media’s generous and consistent support of imagineNATIVE has meant a 
great deal in terms of our organization’s stability and growth.  We have been able 
to excel at reaching new audiences each year, grown our core staff, create new 
ways of presenting new media, radio as well as film and video, expanding our 
events to larger venues and internationally renowned artists, and continue as a 
leader in our field in terms of artistic presentation and best practices.  On behalf 
of the Board and Staff at imagineNATIVE, I offer sincere thanks for Astral 
Media’s continued dedication to our Festival, and look forward to working 
together in partnership in the years ahead.  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Jessica Lea Fleming 
Development Manager  
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