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TRANSMISSION STUDY

Field Codes
           
157C, 357C, 257C, 757C, 827C, 927C, 857C, 957C, 587C, 557C, 627C

                                                     657C, 427C, 457C, 467C, 567C, 227C, 727C, 667C
                                                     __________________________________________________________

Introduction


Prior to 1997, SRB Transmission investment was allocated to Phase III/SRB

categories using the Stentor Settlement Plan (SSP) basic studies as a prime source.  These Transmission basic studies were essentially a series of cost models which required an inventory of equipment and its use at each location.  These studies were frozen in 1994 in anticipation of the introduction of the new Stentor Settlement Arrangement (SSA).  However under SSA, embedded investment studies were no longer required and therefore are not available for SRB use.

In 1996, SRB updated the Circuit VF study only.  For the other Transmission studies, SRB used the previous year frozen SSP basic study as its base, modified with updated investment. 

Given that the settlement process could no longer supply data for investment studies, it was necessary to develop a new methodology.




             ____________________________________________________________

Overview


The platform for developing SRB Transmission investment assignment 

Ratios



is the Company’s Network Asset Model.  This model was developed by the Company to meet the operational and measurement requirements of various departments throughout the Company.  As such it is self auditing since it is closely scrutinized by the groups impacted by its output.

For additional information on the Network Asset Model and how it is used to serve SRB investment study requirements refer to the Introduction to Investment, Section 3 of the costing manual.

Procedures
This section of the Split Rate Base Manual covers the procedures to assign Transmission Investment to the SRB segments.


The SRB investments developed from these procedures are input to Section 3.0, Investment Summary.

Field or

Function

Code
Field or Function

Description
SRB Assignment

Methodology




827C

927C

857C

957C
Digital Deferrable Plug-In Associated with S/DMS Access Node

Digital Deferrable Plug-In Associated with Digital Remote Concentrators

Hardwired - S/DMS Access Node 

Hardwired – Digital Remote Concentrators
Assign investment in these field codes 100% to the Utility segment.




357C

587C

427C

457C


Hardwired – Analogue – Video

Includes toll video transmission equipment 

Hardwired - Digital – Video

Dataroute (Deferrable Plug-Ins - Digital Data)

Hardwired – Data


Assign investment in these field codes 100% to the Other segment.
Ø
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Function

Code
Field or Function

Description
SRB Assignment

Methodology




157C

257C

557C

667C

567C

467C

227C

727C

757C

627C

657C
Hardwired - Analogue Multiplex 

Hardwired - Analogue Other

Hardwired - Digital Multiplex

Application Software

Exchange Radio

Toll Radio

Deferrable Plug-Ins - Analogue

Deferrable Plug-Ins - Digital

Hardwired Digital  - Other

Deferrable Plug-Ins - FOTS

Hardwired - FOTS
Investment in these field codes are assigned to the Utility and Other segments using Company records as follows:

1. Investment in each field code is assigned to network building blocks based on an analysis of investment databases.

2. After investment has been assigned to the network building blocks, it is then assigned to the SRB segment based on its physical location and functionality in the network.  For example, Feeder and Distribution Loops are assigned to the Utility segment, and Access to DMS 250 and ATM Equipment are assigned to the Other segment.

3. For those network building blocks that support both the Utility and Other segments, SRB assignment would be determined by an analysis of the usage of these network building blocks, e.g.

· Local DS-0 building block analysis for SRB assignment is based on the number of equivalent DS-0s used for local vs. toll traffic,

· Access to CCS7 building block analysis for SRB assignment is based on busy hour usage of the switching network.

4.   Once investment has been assigned to Utility and Other segments, SRB ratios are calculated for each field code, and applied to the Average Plant in Service investment to determine the SRB assignment.  
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� Refer to General Circular 301.2, Section 3, for a description of each field code.





